THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF   HISTORY
they were not only first-class fighters, but capable of
political organisation and economic activity. The races
which had of old inhabited the Empire, had lost their
culture but not their talents. Moreover, important
fragments of their civilisation had escaped destruction
and survived the fall of the Empire. These were, in
the first place, the Church, then a few municipal laws
and institutions and a number of Latin and Greek
manuscripts, which in course of time were discovered
in the monasteries and read, the Church, which preserved
the Latin language, providing the clue. Owing to these
fortunate coincidences, the interval of barbarism did
not this time endure for thousands of years, and the
recovery was comparatively rapid. As a final result,
European civilisation had moved northward. Whereas,
in the days of Antiquity the southern and western
countries of Europe had formed the northern part of
the civilised world, they were now its southern limit,
central and northern Europe having been added while
northern Africa had been lost.
Catastrophes quite as ruinous as the destruction of
the Western Empire by the Germans befell northern
Africa and the Near East. The large civilised regions
of northern Africa were devastated by the Arabs, those
of Asia by ever repeated invasions of Mongol hordes.
The wide stretches of nearly desert land, where once
stood rich and flourishing cities, bear witness to the
devastation which for centuries raged over these unhappy
countries. The invaders had neither the talent nor die
eagerness to learn of the Germanic races, and though
a few gifted monarchs tried to make their courts centres
of culture, new inroads soon destroyed such happy
beginnings, and the whole region remained for centuries
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